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ACCEPTABLE LINENS

Dye transfer 
from product 
identiÞ cation 
labels

Light or dull 
discoloration

Ink or marker 
stains

Medicinal stains 
(iodine, scarlet 
red, methyl blue, 
etc.)

Dye/color 
fade because 
of repeated 
laundering

Heavy ends, 
slubs, knots,  
thick or 
additional 
threads in 
the Þ ll

Color lift/
change from 
closure tape 
(autoclave tape 
on wrappers)

Yellow 
tie-dyed e!  ect 
on wrappers, 
mayos, table 
covers etc.

Acceptable 
number of 
patches

Dark brown or 
rust-colored stains 
resembling blood

Raised residue 
from tape, 
casting 
material etc.

Foreign 
objects 
embedded 
in linen

Colorless 
oil stain

Scorched, 
burned, or 
melted fabric

Tactile stain 
from sticky 
residue, 
foreign 
matter etc. 

REJECTED LINENS
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PATCH GUIDELINES

PRODUCT CRITICAL AREA ALLOWABLE NUMBER OF PATCHES

Fenestrated 
drapes with 
Zorwik/Sofwick

Zorwick/Sofwick area • Maximum of three patches in
Zorwik/Sofwick area.

• Maximum of nine patches on
non-Zorwik/Sofwick areas.

Non-Fenestrated 
drapes & wrappers

No restricted areas • Maximum three patches on 12”x12”,
18”x18”, 24”x24”

• Maximum six patches on 30”x30”
and 36”x36”

• Maximum nine patches on 45”x45”
and larger

Gown (Poly) 
Level 2 Gowns

Front panel of gown 
from nipple line to 
knee line

Sleeves of gown

• Maximum six patches on front panel
• Maximum three patches on each

sleeve.
• Maximum nine patches on back

panel.
• “Patch tape” can be used on tears

up to 3” in length.

Gown (Gore/
Impervious) 
Level 4 Gowns

Front panel of 
gown— from nipple 
line to knee line 

Sleeves of gown

• Five patches allowed on front panel
• One patch allowed per sleeve
• Maximum of nine patches on back

panel only

Mayo Cover Pad area • Maximum three patches

Back Table Cover Pad area • Maximum six patches

Towels Entire surface of item • Towels with holes are discarded, no
patching allowed.
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60 disposable gowns 
vs. one reusable gown

REUSABLE LINENS ARE A RESPONSIBLE CHOICE, BECAUSE OUR 
FUTURE IS NOT DISPOSABLE!

Copyright © Ecotex Healthcare Linen Service

There are substantial benefits to using reusable linens, including saving energy 

and water, reducing your carbon footprint, increasing comfort, cutting back on 

waste, and improving instrument recovery.

Ask an Ecotex representative today about how to transition to reusable linens.

ALL HOLES MUST BE PATCHED

• A hole is any break in the continuity of a thread, shown by a clear visible
beam of light when the textile is examined over a light table.

• Patch material shall be heat seal-able and have the same characteristics as
the textile being patched.

• Patches are applied and checked to confirm that the entire patch is
attached to the fabric.

• Heat seal at a setting of 375°–425°F for 5–10 seconds at maximum
pressure.

• On multi-layered products, separate the layers to apply the heat through
the minimum number of layers.

• Patches will be applied to both sides of a single ply textile to ensure that no
frayed edges are exposed.

• Patches will be applied to both sides of a double-ply textile.

• Patches will be heat sealed entirely flush to surface of the fabric.

• Any curling or lifting patches will be replaced.

• No patches will overlap others on the same side of the textile.

• Patches are applied to textiles according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

• Distance between patches shall be no less than (1.25cm).

• Patches will be no closer than 1/2” (1.25cm) from the edge of the textile.

• Patch tape may be used on tears up to 3” in length.

• There will be no more than three patches within a 12” square on each side.

• Patches must allow for steam penetration.

• Patches must meet CSA standards for performance in terms of durability,
barrier and composition.

PATCHING CRITERIA


